
Western Belize lidar 

These data were collected during 2 flights in 2009 and 2013. They represent 60 1x1 km2 lidar tiles from 
the larger dataset (Figure 1).  

The 60 uploaded tiles have been normalized and have no ground or topography data. The code that 
was used to normalize the original las files can be found here: DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.1482085. 
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The National Center for Airborne Laser Mapping (NCALM) used an Optech Gemini Airborne Terrain 
Mapper flown aboard a Cessna 337 for both campaigns (Chase et al. 2014). Both flights occurred at the 
end of the dry season (April-May) during maximum periods of leaf abscission to optimize ground 
detection for archaeological prospecting and in theory improve lidar-derived estimates of canopy 
height. lidar point density was 20 m-2 and 15 m-2 for the 2009 and 2013 flights, respectively, but 
otherwise the data collections were similar. ALS data processing followed procedures outlined in Chase 
et al. (2014) and Fernandez-Diaz et al. (2014). 

Naming convention: Files are named bz (Belize) hr (high relief) or lr (low relief) with a tile number. Tile 
number is irrelevant to physical location of the tile. 



 

Figure 1. Extent of the entire lidar campaign (black solid and dashed lines) and uploaded tiles (yellow and gray boxes) 


